
 
 

August 18, 2023 

 

 

The Honorable Gina Raimondo 

Secretary 

Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

 

Dear Secretary Raimondo:  

  

On July 31, 2023, Bloomberg News reported that a potential deliverable from your 

planned trip to the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is the establishment of a “working group” 

with the Chinese government to discuss U.S. export controls on advanced semiconductors.1  As 

Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Chairman of the House Select Committee on 

the Strategic Competition between the United States and the Chinese Communist Party, and 

Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

Subcommittee on National Security and International Trade and Finance, we believe it is deeply 

inappropriate for the senior-most U.S. government official in charge of export controls to let the 

PRC influence in any manner—including be invited into working groups with China–U.S. 

national security controls on sensitive technologies.  

 

U.S. export control policy towards the PRC should not be up for negotiation, period.  

Decisions on the nature and scope of U.S. export controls should be taken in Washington, not 

Beijing.  

 

On August 1, the House Foreign Affairs Committee and House Select Committee on 

Strategic Competition between the United States and Chinese Communist Party wrote to you 

about another alarming report that the U.S. Department of State is considering removing from 

the Entity List a PRC entity implicated in human rights abuses in exchange for yet another 

“working group.”2  For years, China has dangled working groups and other dialogue structures in 

front of U.S. officials as though they were a meaningful concession.  It is time for U.S. official to 

stop taking the bait.  The PRC has no intention of abandoning its Military-Civil Fusion strategy; 

no intention of allowing U.S. export compliance officers meaningful access to facilities in China; 

and no intention of abandoning its whole-of-nation effort to achieve independence from western 

 
1 Jenny Leonard, Eric Martin, Mackenzie Hawkins. Bloomberg News “Raimondo Aims for August China Trip Amid 

Tech Control Tensions.” July 31, 2023. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-07-31/raimondo-aims-for-

august-china-trip-amid-tech-control-tensions 
2 Brian Spegele. Wall Street Journal. “U.S. Weighs Potential Deal with China on Fentanyl.” July 24, 2023. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-weighs-potential-deal-with-china-on-fentanyl-276af69b 



“chokepoint” technologies.3  It also has no intention of abandoning its aggressive military 

buildup or its genocide against Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims.  And yet, U.S. officials 

continue to behave as if meaningful progress in U.S.-China relations is one “working group” 

away from a breakthrough. 

  

It is time for U.S. officials to accept that the China has no intention of abandoning its 

policies that led to expanded U.S. export controls in the first place.  In this vein, we urge you, 

prior to your trip, to publicly clarify that U.S. export controls are non-negotiable, and that the 

PRC should expect more, not less, U.S. export controls moving forward.   

 

We look forward to your response.   

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

       
______________________________ 

Mike Gallagher 

Chairman 

Select Committee on China                                                  

 

______________________________ 

Michael T. McCaul 

Chairman 

House Foreign Affairs Committee 

 

 

 
______________________________                        ______________________________                         

 

Bill Hagerty                 Young Kim 

United States Senator    Chairwoman  

Subcommittee on Indo-Pacific 

 

 

CC:  

 

The Secretary of State, The Honorable Antony Blinken 

 

 

 
3 Ben Murphy. CSET. “Chokepoints: China’s Self-Identified Strategic Technology Import Dependencies.” May 

2022. https://cset.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/CSET-Chokepoints.pdf 


